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Heidi McCree, Board Chair
While we had to pivot our Audubon Assembly to a virtual 
platform once again this year, we were thrilled to celebrate 
2022’s victories at both the state and chapter level. I am 
constantly inspired by the work you all do to protect birds and 
the places they need. This year alone, more than 1,000 Audubon 
members spoke out in favor of conservation and bird protection 
in the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary (pg. 8), we look 
back on 50 years of Florida water management districts (pg. 

6), and EagleWatch marked 30 years of conservation, advocacy, and research in 
support of one of North America’s most iconic raptors: the Bald Eagle (pg. 11). 
Chapters expanded their education and native plant efforts, inspired new birders, 
and celebrated with both grants and awards (pg. 9). As we look toward 2023, stay 
with us as we are a voice for Florida’s natural places in the 2023 legislative session, 
continue monitoring effects of Hurricane Ian, and more.

As always, thank you for flocking with us. I wish you a happy and healthy end of 
2022.

Heidi McCree, Board Chair, Audubon Florida

Julie Wraithmell, Executive Director
Hurricane Ian showed us in no uncertain terms that Florida’s 
resiliency into the future is tied to our ability to withstand storms, 
not only along the coast but inland as well. As our hearts go out 
to the communities starting to rebuild, we know that we need 
more natural infrastructure — swamps, mangroves, and wetlands 
— to absorb storm surge and floodwaters. When conserved and 

restored, these wetlands provide the best, and cheapest, protection we could ask for. 
Even after a storm passes, natural landscapes hold and clean rainwater, preventing 
a dangerous flow of nutrients and pollutants to our coastlines where they fuel algal 
blooms.

At Audubon, we keep storm and coastal resilience at the forefront of our work. 
Already our coastal team has assessed the damage caused by Hurricane Ian so they 
can begin to prepare for the 2023 beach-bird nesting season (pg. 3). Our policy team 
is ready to show elected officials how we can do restoration and resilience planning 
right in the upcoming legislative session and beyond (pg. 4), while the restoration 
initiative at Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary is the perfect showcase for how 1,000 acres 
of wetland habitat improves outcomes for wildlife at the Sanctuary while reducing the 
risk of wildfire and algal blooms for our neighbors (pg. 12).

Hurricanes are only one facet of how Florida must face a future with a changing climate. 
I am proud that the work of our Audubon staff, volunteers, members, and supporters is 
creating a brighter tomorrow for our birds, special places, and communities.

Julie Wraithmell, Executive Director, Audubon Florida
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Hurricane Ian Rearranges 
Breeding Bird Habitat in 
Northeast and Southwest Florida

Hurricane Ian has proved to be one of the 
most destructive storms in Florida’s history, 
devastating both coastal and inland communities 
while reminding us that climate change will 
continue to bring stronger and more frequent 
storms to our shores. 

While we know the negative impacts of these 
storms on our neighborhoods, how do the birds 
fare? Our coastal team hit the beaches and barrier 
islands to perform habitat assessments in the 
wake of Hurricane Ian. 

EROSION IN NORTHEAST FLORIDA
Northeast Florida saw worsening erosion as a result 
of both Hurricanes Ian and Nicole. “We lost more dry, 
non-vegetated beach between dunes and the intertidal 
zone,” Chris Farrell, Northeast Florida Policy Associate, 
explains. Additionally, islands that formed in Nassau 
Sound are now below high tide and may not build back 
enough over the winter to again serve as viable nesting 
habitat come spring.

Loss of shoreline in Huguenot Memorial Park could 
exacerbate conflicts between nesting sea and shorebirds 
and recreational beach users. This will likely play out in 
Anastasia State Park as well, where less sand between 
dunes and the water reduces available beach used by all.

By contrast, there may be additional opportunities 
for Least Tern nesting at Summer Haven due to the 
continued erosion and redistribution of sand on that site 
from years of nourishment and dune restoration. This is a 
highly dynamic area that shorebird partners in the region 
will watch closely as the nesting season approaches.

A MIXED BAG FOR SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
Lee and Collier counties bore the brunt of the 
destructive storm surges that swamped coastal 
communities. However, habitat changes proved to 
be both positive and negative for nesting sea and 
shorebirds. While some beaches lost sand and nesting 
areas — like the loss of the smaller second island 
at Second Chance Critical Wildlife Area — others 
experienced sand accretion, giving the shoreline 
additional height to withstand 2023 tides and storms.
As one example, Morgan Beach gained sand and 

elevation within Rookery Bay National Estuarine 
Research Reserve.

“It’s also not uncommon to see both sand loss and sand 
gain at the same site,” says Rochelle Streker, Southwest 
Florida Shorebird Manager.

A lack of beach vegetation, a result of being torn out 
or covered up by sand, is one benefit now being seen 
at sites throughout Southwest Florida, including in Lee 
County where many site assessments are still ongoing. 
Beaches on barrier islands and peninsulas — like Cayo 
Costa State Park and Keewaydin and Sanibel Islands 
— now have less vegetation on the dunes, potentially 
providing additional nesting habitat to Least Terns and 
Black Skimmers.

LOOKING TO LESSONS FROM THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 
ALONG OUR SHORELINES
While we would prefer to avoid additional storms in 
any part of Florida, the birds are showing that they are 
adapted to periodic hurricanes and will take advantage 
of shifting sands and newly available habitat. As just one 
example, in the wake of 2018’s Hurricane Michael in the 
Panhandle, threatened sea and shorebirds experienced 
major productivity bumps. In 2019, Snowy Plovers fledged 
69 chicks from six Panhandle sites — up from 12 in 2018 
and up from the 2014-2018 average of 23 fledglings. 

Audubon’s coastal team will continue to work with local 
partners to monitor Florida’s beaches, dunes, and barrier 
islands ahead of spring breeding and nesting. Like the 
sea and shorebirds, visitors and residents alike must 
learn to adapt to stormier seasons as climate change 
continues to ratchet up the threat of storm surge, 
flooding, and more.

Least Terns. Photo: Peter Brannon/
Audubon Photography Awards
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Hurricane Ian Shines a Light on Resiliency Planning Needs

The impacts of large-scale disasters range from 
destroyed homes and businesses, to washed out 
causeways, to damaged wastewater and stormwater 
infrastructure, including exposed septic tanks and 
eroded drain fields. The message is clear: We need to 
bolster our resiliency efforts as we face an increasing 
number of powerful storms. Ominously, for every 
structure washed away or damaged in those storms, 
many more just like it now hang perilously close to a 
similar fate when the next storm, coupled with sea level 
rise, strikes Florida’s coast.
 
As we look to the natural world to safeguard not only 
our environment, but also our own health and well-
being, Audubon calls for more comprehensive regional 
resiliency plans to upgrade outdated infrastructure, and 
a strategic approach as our state deals with inexorably 
rising sea levels. Often, right after a hurricane or other 
natural disaster, there is a need for speed to build back 
quickly. Permitting agencies do not want to stand in 
the way of people getting back to normal by quickly 
fixing their homes and businesses. In parallel, in the last 
two years Governor DeSantis and our legislature have 
focused on setting aside generous funding for local 
governments to complete vulnerability assessments and 
develop and implement plans and programs that build 
resilient communities. Together with funding for the 

state’s premier land buying program, Florida Forever, 
strategic land acquisitions have complemented this 
work. 
 
One thing stands out starkly in videos and photographs 
of coastal communities nearly wiped out by our recent 
hurricanes. In the midst of all the wreckage, numerous 
homes and buildings remain virtually undamaged. These 
survivors were built on pilings well above storm surges 
after better building codes came into effect following 
Hurricane Andrew in 1994 and Hurricane Charley in 
2004. Likewise, bridges across Florida bays built on 
pilings had little if any damage, while filled causeways 
washed away.
 
We can use the momentum of post-Ian recovery as well 
as this new source of funding to build back communities 
and natural landscapes with an eye toward future 
storms. Implementing hazard mitigation strategies, 
plus designing infrastructure to exceed current code 
requirements, ensures that the effects of severe 
weather events are woven into risk assessment studies. 
Importantly, we know that nature provides cost-effective 
solutions for minimizing coastal flooding, erosion, 
and runoff while providing critical habitat for Florida’s 
wildlife, as do man-made systems that mimic natural 
processes.
 

Damage from storms 
will increase in the 
future if we do not 
start investing in 
natural infrastructure 
and resilient 
coastlines today.
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WHAT SHOULD WE DO IN THE FUTURE?

On shorelines where structures are crumbling into the 
sea and expensive new seawalls or revetments are 
only a temporary fix, implement a new state program 
to allow insurance payments to be combined with 
state land purchase funds to buy out properties and 
allow the creation of parks and conservation areas.

Require that temporary fixes for vulnerable 
buildings be coupled with long-term plans to rebuild 
completely to eliminate vulnerability, or eventually 
abandon and remove structures that won’t survive 
another storm.

Further strengthen building codes to require all new 
or remodeled buildings to be elevated on pilings 
above storm surge levels in coastal areas.

Inventory Florida’s coastal causeways and bridges to 
pinpoint vulnerabilities. Concentrate available state 
and federal transportation funds on replacing filled 
causeways with bridges. Recognize that replacing 
causeways with bridges will also have strong 
environmental benefits by improving water flow in 
our estuaries.

Improve building codes for coastal homes in remote 
locations where sewer service is not available to 
prohibit septic tanks and require use of composting 
or incinerator toilet systems instead.

Permit requirements for new coastal armoring should 
discourage or prohibit conventional seawalls and 
promote “living shoreline” systems that mimic the 
natural environment. 

Restore the extent and function of historic, drained 
wetlands throughout our watersheds, to absorb more 
water during times of flooding, clean more water 
before it reaches the coasts, and protect communities 
from the risk of wildfires during drought.

 
As we gear up for the 2023 Florida Legislative Session, 
we have the opportunity to build back better and to 
improve ordinances and codes so we do not make the 
same mistakes of the past. Building back exactly what 
existed before is a huge missed opportunity. Now, 
more than ever, there is a need for a regional planning 
component to ensure that projects that are funded 
through the state’s resiliency grants program are 
complementary and additive in nature and not creating 
unintended consequences. In addition, the Office of 
the State’s Chief Resiliency officer must be adequately 
staffed with technical expertise to meet the challenge at 
hand and to provide state-level guidance as we navigate 
the task of building a more resilient Florida. 
 
Audubon will continue to work with regional resiliency 
collaboratives and meet with lawmakers and agency 
officials to forge a future that is better not only for 
Florida’s environment, but for its people too.

Laughing Gulls.
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Happy Birthday to One of Florida’s 
Best Ideas: Florida’s Water 
Management Districts Turn 50

Florida’s historic water management calls to mind the 
mismanagement of the early 20th century — ditching, 
draining, and swampland sales that devastated the 
Everglades and other natural systems, while giving rise 
to water shortages, catastrophic fires, and flooding. 
These dire consequences, however, resulted in one 
of the Sunshine State’s best ideas: Florida’s water 
management districts.

In 1972, with advocacy from Audubon and other 
conservationists, the Florida Legislature passed the 
Water Resources Act, considered by many scholars 
of the time as one of the most forward-looking and 
comprehensive water laws in the nation. It established 
unequivocally that all water in Florida, on the surface or 
in the ground, on public or private property, is a public 
resource. The act created Florida’s five modern-day 
water management districts, organized by watersheds 
rather than political boundaries, and tasked them, along 

American Bittern. Photo: Lauren Pretorius / 
Audubon Photography Awards

Swallow-tailed Kite. Photo: Douglas DeFelice / 
Audubon Photography Awards

Partnering to enhance the environment 
We are committed to being a leader in environmental  

protection and stewardship. Collaborating with our  

partners on conservation opportunities unique to Florida  

and its diverse ecosystems. 

#FPLCares
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with the Department of Environmental Protection, with 
managing water as a public trust on behalf of all the 
people of Florida, not just a privileged few. It framed 
decision-making processes with science, requiring the 
creation of water management plans and a state water 
policy, among other things.

Of note, the act required consideration be given to the 
water needs not just of people, but also fish and wildlife 
resources.

Finally, one of its most important provisions was the 
funding mechanism for water management districts 
with ad valorem taxes on property values. This was 
particularly elegant because as landscapes are 
subdivided and urbanized, they have more complex 
needs for water supply, flood control, and natural 
resource protection — which are more expensive. As 
properties are subdivided and upzoned (from agriculture 
to residential, for example), their taxable value per acre 
increases — allowing the ad valorem revenue generated 
to keep pace with the increasing costs of providing them 
with water management.*

A lot has changed in the 50 years since Florida created 
water management districts: our population has more 
than doubled to 24 million, and our annual tourist 
visitation has increased six-fold to more than 120 million. 
Science has advanced so that we better understand the 
impacts of past decisions, as well as the current and 
looming impacts of climate change on water resources. 
Science has also informed some of the most strategic 
land and water conservation and restoration in the 
nation.

Unfortunately, in recent years, many of our water 
management districts have suffered dramatic staffing 
reductions, and the water management district 
governing boards have been encouraged to roll back ad 
valorem millage rates annually to hold revenue steady 
and provide tax relief to property owners while the 
costs of protecting Floridians and our resources have 
skyrocketed. As a result, most districts are running on 
fumes, with no reserves to speak of and staffing at a 
fraction of historic levels.

Fifty years of the Water Resources Act is an important 
milestone for reflection and a good reminder to return 
to our roots. We need strong water management to 
address the water challenges Florida is facing today, 
including:

Tragic flooding of communities like those in Central 
Florida after Hurricane Ian;

The red tide bloom that appeared on Florida’s 
southwest coast from septic tank and stormwater 
pollution washed by Ian from coastal communities 
into nearshore waters;

North Florida springs that no longer flow due to 
groundwater withdrawals; and

Blue-sky flooding in the streets of Miami Beach 
during seasonal high tides.

Investments in Everglades Restoration show that we 
can accomplish great things. To support the innovation 
that will be needed to meet the challenges of the next 
50 years, we will need the bedrock foundation of well-
staffed and funded regulatory and restoration functions 
at Florida’s five water management districts. Fifty years 
ago, authors of the act knew what needed to be done 
and how to fund it. It’s time to get back to our roots.

*This is true for all of Florida’s water management districts except 
the Northwest Florida Water Management District which, in a 
legislative compromise, had its millage capped. At the time, this was 
manageable due to the region’s relatively undeveloped nature at the 
time of passage. Today however, this cap has served to hamstring 
the NWFWMD as this region’s development has skyrocketed. Florida 
should eliminate this cap so the district can help Northwest Florida 
grow responsibly rather than repeating the mistakes of the peninsula 
a century ago.

Pied-billed Grebe. Photo: Tim Kuhn /
Audubon Photography Awards
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK!
Everglades National Park celebrates its 75th birthday in December! From the park’s 
inception, Audubon has been advocating for the protection and conservation of the River 
of Grass.

You Used Your Voice for Birds 
in Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary

The Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary 
opened a public comment period for their 
“Restoration Blueprint,” which proposes 
changes to marine zones and certain 
activities in the Sanctuary. This could be 
a huge win for vulnerable bird species, 
providing better protections for birds that 
rely on Sanctuary resources for nesting, 
roosting, and foraging by creating idle speed 
zones or “no motor” zones.

Audubon members submitted more than 
1,200 comments applauding the Blueprint 
while asking for additional conservation 
measures in sensitive bird habitat. Your voice 
will protect Brown Pelicans, Reddish Egrets, 
Magnificent Frigatebirds, White-crowned 
Pigeons, as well as many other seabirds, 
shorebirds, and wading birds.

Great Egret nestlings.
Photo: Francoise Macomber /
Audubon Photography Awards

120 YEARS OF AUDUBON’S EVERGLADES ADVOCACY

1900

Audubon forms to stop 
wading bird extinction in 
Florida. Hires both scientists 
and wardens to protect the 
Sunshine State’s most iconic 
bird species.

1947

Staff work with the 
Florida governor, other 

organizations, and concerned 
community members to 

convince President Truman 
to protect 1.5 million acres in 

the River of Grass: Everglades 
National Park.

1969

Audubon is a voice for birds 
and the places they need, 
opposing an ill-conceived 
jetport in Big Cypress that 
would have unleashed 
harmful development.1974

Continuing to protect land 
in the Everglades, Audubon 

successfully advocates for 
the creation (and eventual 
expansion) of Big Cypress 

National Preserve.

2000

Audubon and partners 
zealously advocate for 
Congress to approve the 
Comprehensive Everglades 
Restoration Plan.

2013

One-mile section of a new 
Tamiami Trail roadbed 

bridge allows more water 
to flow south into the 

Everglades. Audubon has 
been pushing for changes 

to Tamiami Trail for decades. 
Additional bridging and 

removal projects — including 
the removal of six miles of 

roadbed beginning in 2021 — 
mean billions more gallons of 
water are no longer blocked.

2022

The Everglades receives 
historic levels of state 
and federal funding, 
including more than $1 
billion of Congressional 
appropriations for 
restoration — a historic 
achievement.

8 Audubon Florida



Audubon Florida Honors 
Local Chapters, Projects at 
2022 Chapter Celebration

Audubon Florida awarded six honors within the state’s 
chapter network in education, conservation, and Chapter 
of the Year. Jacqui Sulek, Audubon Florida’s Chapter 
Conservation Manager, announced the winners during a 
virtual meeting on November 2.

In the Education and Conservation categories, both a 
small chapter (with fewer than 500 members) and a 
large chapter (with more than 500 members) received 
an award. For Chapter of the Year, all nominees were 
large chapters, and voting resulted in a tie between two 
nominees.
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CATEGORY: EDUCATION

WINNER (SMALL CHAPTER):
BAY COUNTY AUDUBON SOCIETY
A WEEK WITH NOAH STRYCKER
Bay Audubon brought birder and author Noah Strycker 
to the Panhandle where he visited 12 local elementary 
schools, led four bird walks, and presented at Gulf 
Coast State College. Sponsors donated $10,000 to Bay 
Education Foundation, which will be available to local 
teachers as grants for nature-related classroom projects.

WINNER (LARGE CHAPTER):
ALACHUA AUDUBON SOCIETY 
PRAIRIE CREEK BIRD BANDING LAB
Alachua Audubon’s Prairie Creek Bird Banding Lab 
provides bird banding and mist netting training. Over 
the last four years, the team has banded about 1,200 
birds and trained 25 interns in the process. The Lab 
also collaborates with the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission and the Cape Florida Banding 
Station, overseen by the Tropical Audubon Society.

An aerial view of Pelican Island Audubon’s public gardens, 
which showcase the power of native plants in providing both 
habitat and a relaxing space for visitors.

Venice Area Audubon Society’s Venice Rookery Day event. 
Photo: Lynne Pedlar

CATEGORY: CONSERVATION

WINNER (SMALL CHAPTER):
VENICE AREA AUDUBON SOCIETY
VENICE ROOKERY DAY
Venice Rookery Park is popular among wildlife 
photographers, but the Venice Area Audubon Society 
grew its profile in the community with a new event: 
Rookery Day. The March 19 event welcomed more 
than 1,000 visitors and 40 volunteers to the park for 
conservation-themed presentations, nature stations, local 
vendors, a kids’ treasure hunt, and a native plant sale. 

WINNER (LARGE CHAPTER):
PELICAN ISLAND AUDUBON SOCIETY
NATIVE PLANT PUBLIC GARDEN
Pelican Island Audubon Society created a native plant 
garden at the Indian River County Administration 
Complex as part of their “Trees for Life / Plants for Birds” 
initiative, which aims to plant 100,000 native trees in 
the community. The garden added 272 plants toward 
this goal. Since completing the garden, Pelican Island 
Audubon has been asked to install one outside of the 
United Against Poverty office in Vero Beach.



WINNER (LARGE CHAPTER – TIED):
ORANGE AUDUBON SOCIETY
This year, Orange Audubon Society expanded its 
outreach with birding trips for students in the Lake 
Apopka region, as well as a Young Birder’s Club, which 
hosts bird walks each month. During the pandemic, they 
also began weekly virtual “bird chats,” where a variety of 
speakers present on conservation-related topics.

On December 1-5, Orange Audubon Society hosted 
its 7th annual North Shore Birding Festival. The Lake 
Apopka North Shore is a premier destination for birders, 
ranked second in the state on eBird’s list of birding 
hotspots, and the festival leads attendees through this 
unique ecosystem just miles from Orlando.

WINNER (LARGE CHAPTER – TIED):
TROPICAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
2022 marks 75 years for the Tropical Audubon Society. 
This milestone year brought many successes for the 
organization, with record participation at bird walks and 
its flagship Audubon Ambassadors program. The Miami 

New Times named the Tropical Audubon Society “Best 
Charity in Miami,” calling out the organization as “one 
of the most important crusaders for the protection and 
restoration of South Florida’s ecosystems.”

The Tropical Audubon Society hosts a variety of events 
year-round, including tours of its historic Doc Thomas 
House, bird-friendly gardening days, native plant sales, 
and a popular “Conservation Concert” series.

Audubon chapters work across the state and across the country 
to protect habitat, inspire birding adventures, and educate 
the next generation of environmental leaders. Pictured here, 
Tropical Audubon Society hosts a fun, outdoor event at their 
Miami headquarters.
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EagleWatch Celebrates 30 Years of 
Raptor Conservation

This year, EagleWatch celebrates 30 years of eagle 
conservation, a major milestone for the program and for 
Florida’s Bald Eagle population.

EagleWatch started in 1992 with 22 volunteers 
monitoring nests in three Central Florida counties with 
the goal of documenting nests and protecting them 
from disturbance so that future generations of Floridians 
might enjoy seeing this iconic species. At that time, 
Bald Eagles were still on the federal list of Threatened 
and Endangered Species. With protections, Florida’s 
population of Bald Eagles grew from less than 100 
nesting pairs in the 1970s to 600 by 1992, but eagles still 
faced multiple threats and pressures in Florida from the 
rapidly growing human population.

Fast forward 30 years and EagleWatch has grown to more 
than 600 volunteers monitoring 1100+ nests in 53 counties. 
EagleWatch data and observations prompted additional 
nest protections from both federal and state wildlife 
agencies, and today Florida’s eagle population has made 
an amazing recovery and is now considered stable, with 
approximately 2,500 nesting pairs. 

EagleWatch remains the only ongoing Bald Eagle nest 
monitoring program in Florida, and data collected by 
our volunteers helps state and federal wildlife biologists 
track the health of the population and identify and 
mitigate emerging threats. As just two examples, 
data collected by EagleWatch volunteers last season 
documented impacts of the Highly Pathogenic Avian 
Influenza outbreak, and this fall volunteers kept 
careful observations on how eagle nests fared during 
Hurricanes Ian and Nicole and alerted law enforcement 
when debris-clearing efforts threatened eagle nests. 

Our team continues to report nest violations to both the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as well as the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, providing “eagle 
eyes” on vulnerable nests and allowing both agencies to 
update their nest protection protocols as threats evolve 
over time.

Looking forward, as Florida’s landscape continues to 
change, the mission of the EagleWatch program remains 
the same: the conservation of nesting eagles in Florida 
through nest location documentation and monitoring, 
advocacy to protect both nests and eagle habitat, 
and research to learn the best ways to protect these 
iconic raptors. Thanks to the passion and dedication 
of our incredible volunteers and donors, EagleWatch 
will continue to be a driving force in the conservation 
of Florida’s population of Bald Eagles, keeping a 
finger on the pulse of the population to ensure that 
future Floridians will have the privilege of seeing these 
magnificent creatures.

In honor of 30 years, help us raise $30k to help 
eagles soar: cbop.audubon.org/donate-eaglewatch 

EagleWatch is the state’s only annual, comprehensive 
nesting eagle survey. More than 600 volunteers monitor 
nests just like this one, providing critical data on the status 
of this extraordinary raptor. Photo: John Johnson

AUDUBON CENTER FOR BIRDS OF PREY WELCOMES TWO NEW INTERNS TO THE RAPTOR CLINIC

Miranda and Yahyla started as interns in the Raptor Trauma clinic in September, part of an 
Audubon program to educate and train the next generation of wildlife vets and rehabbers.

Miranda Buck came to us from Ogeechee Technical College and hopes to make a career of 
rehabbing injured wildlife. As she moves further into her internship, she has found that she 
enjoys both physical exams and blood draws. 

Yahyla Perez attended Florida A&M University and hopes to become a wildlife veterinarian. She 
really enjoyed holding a Bald Eagle for its annual exam. 

The Center for Birds of Prey hosts two interns three times a year for four months.

Intern Miranda 

Intern Yahyla
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Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary Celebrates 
1,000 Acres of Restoration

We are thrilled to announce that we have reached a major milestone 
in wetland restoration at Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary! Launched in 
2018, the Marsh and Prairie Restoration Project aims to reverse the 
spread of nuisance woody shrubs that have infested our freshwater 
wetlands. Audubon’s restoration approach uses three steps:

1 Mechanically mulching the woody vegetation just before the 
rainy season begins;

2 Treating non-native and other undesirable plants that were not 
drowned by marsh refill and trying to reestablish amongst the 
native grasses and wetland vegetation; 

3 Reintroducing prescribed fire to manage and maintain these 
wetlands long-term.

We are grateful to our staff, partners, and donors who have made 
this milestone possible. We now set our sights on continuing this 
ambitious effort. Audubon has identified several hundred more 
acres of marsh and prairie habitats invaded by Carolina willow, 
much of which we are targeting for restoration. We will continue 
to prioritize fundraising for this effort and aim to mulch about 200 
acres per year, which carries a cost of $3,500 per acre. 

We are now celebrating the completion of the first phase of 
restoration on more than 1,000 acres.

We hope you will consider supporting this 
effort and helping us continue to restore 
wetland habitats that are critical for both 
wildlife and the watershed.

Corkscrew.audubon.org/marsh-prairie

Restoring wetlands provides important habitat for 
wildlife, reduces the risk of catastrophic wildfire, 
and holds and cleans water on the landscape — 
which reduces algal blooms along the Gulf Coast.
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Audubon Florida Celebrates Wins 
and Work at the 2022 Assembly

Though we had to pivot back to a virtual platform this 
year after impacts from Hurricane Ian cancelled our 
in-person plans for Ft. Myers, we still came together to 
celebrate Audubon wins and work. 

October 12: Chapter and program leads met over Zoom 
to approve the Conservation Action Agenda for 2023. 
The action agenda outlines our priorities for this coming 
year, including EDIB goals, new conservation initiatives, 
and more. The Action Agenda can be downloaded here: 
fl.audubon.org/agenda-22

October 27: Audubon Florida accomplishes so much 
thanks to dedicated staff, members, volunteers, 
supporters, and more. In this virtual presentation, 
Executive Director Julie Wraithmell highlighted 10 
wins from 2022 and recognized two members of the 
Audubon team with Staff Awards of Distinction.

November 2: Why is Audubon so successful at 
protecting birds and the places they need? Because 
of our wide network of 45 chapters! Across the state, 
our chapters connect with local communities, improve 
resiliency, expand Plants for Birds gardens, and so 
much more. We recognized them not only with a suite 
of awards, but also with a brand-new slate of grants as 
part of the Audubon Florida and Florida Power & Light 
Company’s Plants for Birds funding program!

Find the recordings from our three virtual sessions 
at this link: fl.audubon.org/assembly-22

ASSEMBLY SPONSORS

Thank you so much to our Audubon Florida Assembly 
sponsors for both their generosity and flexibility!

Yellow Warbler.
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Honoring 2022 Conservation Champions

Every year as part of our annual meeting, the Audubon 
Assembly, Audubon Florida recognizes the state’s leading 
conservationists with a suite of annual awards. This year’s 
honorees include:

Guy Bradley Award 
Michael Longo 
Guy Bradley - an Audubon Warden 
in the Everglades - was murdered 
by wading bird poachers in 1905. His 
death galvanized the conservation 
movement, eventually resulting in the 
passage of the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act. Each year, Audubon Florida 
recognizes an individual for their 

contributions to bird conservation with an award in Guy 
Bradley’s honor.

Michael Longo earned this year’s Guy Bradley Award for 
his tireless protection and monitoring of nesting Least 
Terns on the roof of his business, Naples Floral Design. 
As their historic nesting habitat on dunes and beaches 
has been developed, Least Terns have flocked to gravel 
rooftops to successfully raise their chicks away from human 
disturbance. 

Champion of the Everglades Award 
Kim Dryden 
The Everglades Champion award is 
given for bold action on behalf of the 
Everglades or continuous leadership 
on behalf of Everglades restoration 
and the recovery of Lake Okeechobee 
and its estuaries.

Kim Dryden has been a champion for listed species 
throughout Southwest Florida through her role at the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, especially for Comprehensive 
Everglades Restoration Plan initiatives. Her work strongly 
supported the protection of many iconic Everglades 
species, including: Florida panthers, Red-cockaded 
Woodpeckers, gopher tortoises, Wood Storks, Florida 
bonneted bats, and American crocodiles. She has likewise 
been a leader calling for water quality improvements 
within the Picayune Strand Restoration Project, providing 
invaluable support for pollution source control.

Teddy Roosevelt Award 
Mary Figg 
President Theodore Roosevelt 
is credited with the founding of 
America’s National Park System 
and making land conservation 
a core American value. 
Every year, Audubon Florida 
recognizes a conservationist 

who has made significant contributions to 
conservation in Florida.

A fifth generation Floridian, Mary Johnson Figg grew 
up in Fruitland Park, Florida. Figg was elected to the 
Florida House of Representatives in 1982, where she 
served for 10 years. Her interests in the legislature 
were vast, stretching across public health, the 
environment, domestic violence, transportation, and 
the election system.

In the late 1980s, Figg co-authored legislation that 
significantly improved standards for wastewater 
treatment. Her efforts were the first steps forward 
in cleaning up Tampa Bay, which has experienced 
a comeback of seagrass, fish communities, and an 
economy geared towards marine resources and 
activities. She has remained a tireless advocate 
for the health and resilience of Florida’s natural 
environment.

Special Places Award 
Andrew Schumann 
Florida’s wealth of natural 
resources is supported by 
iconic landscapes and habitats 
that are essential to Floridians’ 
quality of life. Each year, 
Audubon Florida recognizes a 
conservationist with our Special 

Places Award for their work to protect the parks and 
habitat that make our state so special.

Andrew Schumann, Animal Collections Manager at 
White Oak Conservation, has worked with some of 
the world’s most endangered animals.

In 2015, when he learned the last Florida Grasshopper 
Sparrows were at risk for extinction within remnant 
patches of Florida dry prairie, Schumann, Rebecca 
Garlinger, who Andrew says is the “White Oak 
sparrow brain,” and their whole team at White 
Oak Conservation joined other colleagues and 
organizations to forge a better future for this rare 
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bird. Andrew and his team developed and implemented 
the first conservation breeding program for the species. 
Today, thanks to the collaboration among many 
organizations, including Audubon Florida, not only 
are wild populations of Florida Grasshopper Sparrow 
increasing, but acres of protected Florida dry prairie 
habitat are also on the rise!

Volunteer of the Year Award 
Phyllis Hall 
Volunteers have been at the heart 
of Audubon since its founding, 
when volunteers banded together 
to end the slaughter of the 
Everglades’ wading birds and 
advocate for sweeping protections 
for birds that continue today. Each 
year, Audubon Florida recognizes 

a Volunteer of the Year for their contributions to 
Audubon and conservation.

Phyllis Hall earned the Volunteer of the Year Award 
both for her dedication to birds and the places they 
need as well as consistently going above and beyond in 
her service to conservation. She works with Seminole 
Audubon Society, and she has also been an active 
and inspiring mentor for the Conservation Leadership 
Initiative, shaping the next generation of environmental 
movers and shakers. In addition to her role as a CLI 
mentor, Hall recently joined our volunteers at the 
Audubon Center for Birds of Prey. She currently helps 
with guest relations, education, and now as an afternoon 
feeder.

Law Enforcement Award 
Officer Jody Criswell 
Florida’s natural resources are 
protected by enforcing the laws 
that are essential to protecting 
Florida’s landscapes and wildlife. 
Audubon Florida recognizes 
Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission Officer 

Jody Criswell as Law Enforcement Officer of the Year 
for her hard work to protect the habitats that make our 
state so special.

Officer Criswell has gone above and beyond to protect 
shorebirds and seabirds nesting on both the beaches 
and rooftops, particularly in enforcing protections for 
the Least Tern colony on a rooftop in Clearwater this 
breeding season.
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Distinguished Philanthropist of the Year 
Publix Super Markets
Audubon Florida would not be able to deliver much-
needed conservation results for our state without the 
generous support of our donors. Each year, we 
recognize a Philanthropist of the Year, celebrating the 
spirit of generosity that makes this work possible.

Audubon is pleased to honor Publix Super Markets with 
the distinguished Philanthropist of the Year award. 
Publix is supporting the restoration of 500 acres of 
marsh and prairie wetlands at Corkscrew Swamp 
Sanctuary with a multi-year commitment of over $1M. 
This project restores wetland habitats within the 
Sanctuary so that they better clean nutrient pollution 
from our groundwater and watershed, reduce the risk 
of catastrophic wildfires in our community, hold 
floodwaters during severe weather events, and provide 
habitat to many wildlife species that call these 
wetlands home. 

Audubon Florida’s Conservation 
Leadership Initiative Welcomes 
the Class of 2022-23

Every year, the Conservation Leadership Initiative 
(CLI) welcomes 25 Florida college students and 25
Audubon chapter mentors into the program. We strive
to inspire the next generation of environmental leaders
through building relationships, networking, and creating
experiential learning opportunities. This year’s class
represents 16 different Florida colleges and 16 local
Audubon Chapters, covering regions from the Panhandle
to South Florida and everywhere in between.

The CLI program has been practicing flexibility after 
developing new, distanced ways to create meaningful 
experiences during a COVID world. So when this year’s 
Audubon Assembly moved to a virtual event in response 
to the devastating impacts of Hurricane Ian, CLI quickly 
adapted, finding new avenues to onboard this year’s CLI 
class and connect in-person for the first time. Throughout 
the fall, CLI students and mentors came together for 
“Regional CLI Meet-ups” in Miami, Tampa Bay, Orlando, 
and Gainesville.

The four Regional CLI Meetups shared a similar structure, 
with each visiting their local bird banding station and 
featuring an opportunity to explore a local area.



South Florida CLI members joined the Cape Florida 
Banding Station on Key Biscayne. Our final bird of the 
morning was a delight for experienced and new birders 
alike — a male Painted Bunting! Students used their new 
Vortex binoculars for up-close viewing of a Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo in the tree canopy directly above the banding 
tent. After wrapping up with bird banding, the group 
explored Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park, including a 
trip up to the top of the lighthouse.

“I really enjoyed our meetup. We got a chance to get 
to know each other better as a group, as well as some 
quality one-on-one time with our students. For me, the 
best part was getting to show them what Audubon is 
about up close — not just about the birds, but about the 
habitats they depend on and the people who protect 
those special places.” — Steffanie Munguía, NAS Board 
Member and CLI Mentor

Tampa Bay region CLIs took an early ferry ride from 
Honeymoon Island State Park over to Caladesi Island 
to join Florida Avian Conservation for bird banding in 
a remote-access area of the island. Master bander Jim 
McGinity discussed the importance of bird banding and 
the network of information it provides to the conservation 
and birding communities. In addition to seeing several 
songbirds up close at the banding station, we spotted 
two small birds of prey on our hike — a Merlin and an 
American Kestrel! 

The Orlando region CLI members spent a day at the 
Wekiva Banding Station learning about “lifers,” watching 

the banding and mist netting process, and spending 
time talking about the wide array of opportunities 
that students can take advantage of during their CLI 
experience. After bird banding, the group traveled down 
the street for a behind-the-scenes tour of the Audubon 
Center for Birds of Prey. Here they learned about the 
raptor rescue and release process, conversed with several 
staff members, and wrapped up with a meet-and- greet 
with two ambassador birds, Trouble the Bald Eagle and 
Maverick the Red-shouldered Hawk.

“I was so grateful to experience the behind-the-scenes 
action of Audubon, speak with those who have been 
involved with conservation in Florida for years, and give 
thanks to those who have paved the way for young 
conservationists. I left this experience very hopeful for the 
future knowing that Audubon cares a lot about the next 
generation of birders and environmentalists! I am excited 
to see what else the CLI program has in store.” — Emma 
Aagard, CLI Student, University of Central Florida

Lastly, the Gainesville regional meetup, held at the Prairie 
Creek Banding Station, was planned concurrently with a 
station visit from GREBE, University of Florida’s Audubon 
Campus Chapter. This gave an opportunity for CLI 
members to not only meet each other, but other next-
gen birders in their regional Audubon network. After a 
morning of banding, CLIs put their binoculars to good use 
while exploring part of Prairie Creek Preserve.

These events are just the beginning for the CLI Class of 
2022-23. Through May 2023 CLI Students and mentors 
will collaborate within their chapters and the Audubon 
network to find meaningful ways to involve students in 
their work, including a student-led project.

We thank Vortex Optics for their third year of binocular 
donations. With additional support from individual donors, 
these tools are allowing our students to become instant 
birders upon joining the program.

Conservation 
Leadership 
Initiative students 
visit bird-banding 
sites to learn 
more about 
research and 
conservation.
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“The Ferber Company is proud to support Audubon 
Florida’s Conservation Leadership Initiative. We believe 
in fostering conservation principles in young people, 
and we are pleased that Audubon Florida has developed 
this excellent program, providing students with hands 
on learning, on-site engagement, and a mentor to lead 
the way. Kudos to the program, mentors, and students 
for their dedication to shaping the next generation of 
conservationists.”
— Paul S. Ferber



Thank You to Our $5k+ Supporters in 2021-2022

The Alexander Foundation
Joseph T. Ambrozy
American Eagle Foundation
Amulet Capital Partners
Arthrex Inc.
Jim Atchison
Audubon of the Western Everglades
Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
Gordon J. Barnett Memorial Foundation
The Batchelor Foundation, Inc.
Blair Foundation
John C. Bock Foundation
The Gracey Luckett Bradley Charitable Lead 

Unitrust
Nancy and David Brashears
Donna Brookins
Kathleen Swann Brooks Family Foundation
Brunckhorst Foundations
Judy M. and C. Frederick Buechner
Cantacuzene Family
Carol B. Phelon Foundation
Deb Carrier and Harry Gaines
Cedar Hill Foundation
The Chesley G. Magruder Foundation
The Chingos Foundation
The Clinton Family Fund and Mr. Macarthur 

McBurney and Family
Vincent J. Coates Foundation
Collier Community Foundation
Community Foundation of Sarasota
Community Foundation of Tampa Bay
John and Georgia DallePezze
Darden Restaurants
Deering Foundation
Pam and Doug DeNeve
Devon Creek Foundation
Margaret and Edward Dudnyk
Duke Energy Foundation
Jessie Ball duPont Fund
The Ellen Ervin Trust
Estate Of Ann L. Helmsderfer
The Everglades Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Wayne L. Feakes
Alfred and Harriet Feinman Foundation
Felburn Foundation
Mr. Paul Ferber
John and Laura Ficken
Mary J. Figg
Flagler East Coast Industries
Joseph Z. Fleming
Florida Keys Environmental Fund
Florida Power & Light Company
Dick and Mimi Ford
Founders Garden Circle
The Freed Foundation Inc.

The Joe and Sarah Galloway Foundation
Nancy Gillis
Ron Ginsburg
Allyn L. Golub, PhD
The Green Heron Fund
Sharon Grider and Jeff Millar
The Art and Phyllis Grindle Foundation, Inc.
Mark Gudelski and JP Mulholland
Kenneth Hale
Anna and Marvin Hamburg Remembrance
Harold & Kate Reed Family Foundation
Ann Harwood-Nuss, M.D.
Jon and Mary Heider
Clay Henderson
Liz Hines
In honor of Katie Carpenter and Richard Moyroud
HRD-C Foundation
Steve and Marsee Israel
The John F. and Virginia K. Johnson Family Fund
Lois and Bill Kelley
Keurig Dr Pepper
Kitson & Partners
Knopf Family Foundation
Jud Laird
Lee County Electric Cooperative
Anthony and Judith Licata
Paula and Paul Loftus
Lykes Bros. Inc.
Stephen A. Lynch III
Bret Lyon and Sheila Rubin
Mary Ann Mahoney
Manatee Community Foundation
Gerald and Darryl Manning
Massey Services, Inc.
Heidi and Doug McCree
H. Bruce McEver
Brian and Heidi Miller
Dixie Mills
Mark Mitchell
Mitigation Marketing, LLC
Art Mollenhauer
The Mosaic Company Foundation
The Nawsett Charitable Fund
Wagner-Myerson Family Fund of the Community 

Foundation
Naples Garden Club
The Naples Trust Company a division of The 

Sanibel Captiva Trust Company
Stephen and Merrilee Nellis
NextEra Energy Foundation, Inc.
Shirley Nichols
Ocean Reef Conservation Association, Inc.
OUC — The Reliable One
Paul Pacter
John and Rachel Paz

Sally and Jay Peacock
The Perkins Charitable Foundation
The Folke H. Peterson Foundation
Lana Peterson
John and Mary Ellen Pilkington
Pinellas County Community Foundation
Gloria M. and W. Douglas Pitts
Wes and Yvette Powell
Publix Super Markets., Inc.
The Rathmann Family Foundation
Chris and Mary Rayburn Family
Rayonier
Mr. Robert Rhodes
Mr. and Mrs. John N. Rigsby
The Robertson Foundation
David Rodgers
Dr. Michael W. Rohovsky
Ron Magill Conservation Endowment at the Zoo 

Miami Foundation
William J. and Tina Rosenberg Foundation
The Rutherfoord Family Foundation
Patricia Ryan
Frank Santelli
James Schumm, Ph.D.
SeaWorld & Busch Gardens Conservation Fund
Mary Jane and Frank Semcer
Michael and Judy Sheridan
The Spurlino Foundation
Richard and Sharon Stilwell
Stephen Strunk — in memory of Phyllis Strunk
Edward and May Swan
Jim and Jonnie Swann
Sidney A. Swensrud Foundation
Elaine Berol Taylor & Scott Bevan Taylor 

Foundation
Donna Tharpe
The Gracey Luckett Bradley Charitable Lead 

Unitrust
The Lew & Dawn Allyn Family Fund
The Sauerland Foundation
Anne Drackett Thomas
Carol Timmis
Vortex Optics
Vulcan Materials Company
Walt Disney World Resort
Mary Sue and William Weinaug — Wekiva Island
Wells Fargo Foundation
John and Mary Lou Winn
Winter Park Health Foundation
Winter Park Veterinary Hospital
Lynn and Louis Wolfson II Family Foundation
Mary Jean and David Yon
The Bill and Ginnie Young Charitable Fund
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AUDUBON FLORIDA & FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY
FINANCIALS JULY 1, 2021 – JUNE 30, 2022

AUDUBON FLORIDA 
EXPENSES BY PROGRAM TOTAL 

EXPENSE 
$9,261,822

$943,564 Florida Operations Program

$1,027,142 Public Policy

$3,169,338 Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary

$614,321 Everglades Conservation

$984,948 Everglades Science

$867,156 Center for Birds of Prey

$1,655,353 Coastal Stewardship

10%

11%18%

9%

34%11%

7%

AUDUBON FLORIDA 
REVENUE SOURCES TOTAL 

REVENUE 
$9,261,822

$5,073,478 Contributions & Bequests

$2,058,387 Government Grants

$427,784 Investments

$1,702,173 Center Admissions & Other Revenue

18%

5%

55%

22%

FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY, INC.
STATEMENT OF ASSETS, LIABILITIES, & NET ASSETS
AS OF JUNE 30, 2022

ASSETS

Current Assets

Cash $53,049

Cash - Restricted $19,417

Charles Schwab Investment $5,458,478

Charles Schwab Investment 
- Restricted Geanagel

$1,052,073

Charles Schwab Investment 
- Restricted VonBoroski

$391,742

Total Current Assets $6,974,758

Other Assets

Land $2,578,510

Building & Improvements $2,270,834

Furniture & Equipment $44,459

Accumulated Depreciation -$1,423,776

Total Other Assets $3,470,027

TOTAL ASSETS $10,444,785

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Liabilities $6,755

Net Assets

Land-Preservation $503,612

Board Designated 
Acquisition Fund

$3,336,177

Unrestricted Net Assets $6,245,364

Temporarily Restricted 
Net Assets

$581,782

Permanent Restricted Net 
Assets

$300,000

Net Income -$528,905

Total Net Assets $10,438,030

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 
$10,444,785
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Have You Included Audubon in Your Estate Plans?

To keep protecting Florida’s iconic birds and habitats for 
decades to come, Audubon Florida is planning to launch 
Elevate, a campaign to make strategic investments that 
advance our science and habitat protection, and create 
new opportunities for immersive education experiences.

As part of this effort, we have included a goal to 
document $5 million in future bequest gifts from 
supporters—and we are happy to share that we are 
halfway there!

We hope you will join us in this effort by including 
Audubon in your estate plans or by letting us know that 
you already have identified Audubon as a beneficiary 
of your estate. Gifts from retirement accounts, wills, and 

trusts have been an important part of Audubon’s history 
and are essential to our future. Please take this simple, 
but impactful, step to let us know about your plans or to 
refresh your information with us if you have already made 
this thoughtful commitment.

Legacy gifts like these fuel our work to protect birds and 
the places they need now and into the future. 

Contact Suzanne Bartlett:
305.371.6399, ext. 123
Suzanne.Bartlett@audubon.org
Or fill out this form:
https://audubon.planyourlegacy.org/societyform.php

We protect birds and 
the places they need.

Audubon works throughout the state using science, advocacy, 
education, and on-the-ground conservation.

@AudubonFL

DONATE
Audubon’s efforts depend on 
you. Learn more about giving by 
contacting Katie Swann at
katie.swann@audubon.org

@AudubonFlorida

@Audubon_FL

https://www.facebook.com/AudubonFlorida
https://facebook.com/AudubonFlorida
https://twitter.com/AudubonFL
https://facebook.com/AudubonFlorida
https://www.instagram.com/audubon_fl/
https://facebook.com/AudubonFlorida
mailto:katie.swann%40audubon.org?subject=Naturalist%20Winter%202022



