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Bird flu detected in Antarctica for first time

as fears grow of mass wipe-outs

Experts fear rapid spread of disease after sampling confirms presence of H5NI among

continent’s birds

By Harriet Barber IN BUENOS AIRES
24 October 2023 - 10:23am

Penguins gathered together on the shoreline in Antarctica | CREDIT: Ant Photo Co/Ant Photo Co

Bird flu has been detected in Antarctica for the first time, raising fears of a
mass wipe-out of the continent’s avian populations.

The highly-pathogenic H5NI1 strain has already Kkilled millions of birds
across the globe over the past year, and has now hit one of the most
important breeding grounds on the planet.

Following reports of the unexplained deaths of skuas - a scavenging bird -
on Bird Island in South Georgia, the British Antarctic Survey (BAS) sent
samples for testing.

On Monday 23 October, the results came back as positive for H5NI.

“Mortality is growing,” said Dr Norman Ratcliffe, a seabird ecologist with
the British Antarctic Survey, in an interview with the Telegraph. “It’s really
worrying. Bird Island is one of the most exceptional habitats - the variety
and density of birds is astonishing - so it’s very concerning that it has
arrived in such an important location.”

‘When it takes hold it can spread quickly’

South Georgia is home to several species of albatrosses, macaroni and
gentoo penguins, and northern and southern giant petrels. Experts now
fear these birds could also be hit by the disease, which is transmitted mostly
through faeces or direct contact.

“Some of these colonies are very dense, and when it takes hold it can spread
quickly,” said Dr Ratcliffe. “You can’t really limit the movements of wild

birds.”

Researchers had been nervously waiting for H5N1 to be detected in
Antarctica following a global surge in the disease since last autumn.

In an interview with The Telegraph last month, Dr Jane Rumble, the head
of polar regions for the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office,
said: “We’re saying when, not if. It could be absolutely devastating.”

Scientists had been hoping that avian influenza would not reach South
Georgia, due to its relative isolation from the continent. “Clearly that hope
was misplaced,” said Dr Ratcliffe.

Scientists first noticed potentially symptomatic cases on Bird Island in late
September and counted 29 dead skuas, when normally only three or four
would be expected.

The BAS has said it is likely that the disease has spread by birds returning
from their migration to South America, where cases are high.

Chile and Peru alone have lost more than 500,000 wild birds and 20,000
mamimals, according to a report by the OFFLU, a global network of flu
experts. Actual mortality is thought to be many times higher due to
difficulties in testing.

As Antartica has never had an outbreak of the highly pathogenic bird flu
circulating the globe, its species are thought to have little immunity to the
virus.

As aresult of the confirmed cases, the majority of scientific field work
involving animal handling has been suspended. Enhanced biosecurity
measures had already been introduced this season in preparation.

The World Health Organisation has recorded increasing numbers of the
H5NI strain among mammals, which raises concerns that the virus might
adapt to infect humans more easily.

Related Topics
Bird Flu, Antarctica, Global Health Security

OIOIO)C)

More from Global Health Security

uLoF TICH

WFAR AZZA

69 murdefed
l? K v

Survivors and grieving
families left adrift a year
on from South Korea’s
deadly Hallowe’en crush

By Nicola Smith
28 Oct 2023, 8:00am

The children of Israel

Advertisement

. jACKPOTCITY

SINO

D C$1600/f

DEPOSIT BONUS

Please Play Responsibly

Terms Apply

More stories

i@ South Africa confirm their
& greatness by beating New

B Zcaland in Rugby World Cup

final for the ages

All Blacks criticise Sam
Cane's red card - plus our
verdict on the decision

)| Liz Truss is slowly winning

the argument

Tyson Fury vs Francis

w Ngannou live: Latest fight

66

. updates and results from

Saudi Arabia

Sam Cane's red card will
haunt him and New Zealand
forever

Watch: Pro-Palestine
protesters call for ‘intifada
from London to Gaza’

and Gaza are crying out
for help - the world
should listen

KEVIN WATKINS
27 Oct 2023, 3:53pm

More from The Telegraph

Watch: Harry Kane
scores from halfway line
for Bayern Munich

Che Telegraph

Help Centre

Branded Content
Terms and Conditions
Betting Offers

Wine Cellar

Jude Bellingham’s
incredible clasico
double proves he is a
Ballon d’Or winner in
waiting

About us

Syndication and Commissioning

Advertising Terms

Modern Slavery

“There is no safe place’:
Newborns share
incubators as supplies
run low at Gaza’s
swamped hospitals

By Lilia Sebouai
27 Oct 2023, 7:00am

Strictly Come Dancing
2023, Halloween Week -
disco queen Ellie Leach
scores two 10s

Telegraph Extra
Guidelines
Fantasy Sport

Tax Strategy

The Chelsea Magazine Company

WHO urges Hamas to
provide ‘proof of life’ for
hostages

By Samuel Lovett
26 Oct 2023, 1:52pm

Crackdown on
extremism to tackle
‘permissive
environment’ for anti-
Jewish hate

ratowsson: (F) (@) () @) (n) @)

Reader Prints © Telegraph Media Group Limited 2023

Privacy

Climate change is one of
our biggest health
threats - humanity faces
a staggering toll unless
we act

TEDROS ADHANOM
GHEBREYESUS

26 Oct 2023, 10:30am

Britain is hurtling
towards a debt crisis.
We're too addicted to
handouts to care

UK Voucher Codes

Broadband and Mobile Deals

Gender inequality
fuelling ‘Great
Resignation’ of women
health workers across
the world

By Sarah Green
25 Oct 2023, 12:07pm

Watch: Bongi
Mbonambi goes off
injured in World Cup
final, after racism furore

Back to top A



https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/defence/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/education-news/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/environment/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/investigations/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/h/ha-he/harriet-barber/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/bird-flu/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/antarctica/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health-security/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fglobal-health%2Fscience-and-disease%2Fbird-flu-antarctica-infection-influenza-latest%2F&text=Bird+flu+detected+in+Antarctica+for+first+time+as+fears+grow+of+mass+wipe-outs
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fglobal-health%2Fscience-and-disease%2Fbird-flu-antarctica-infection-influenza-latest%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fglobal-health%2Fscience-and-disease%2Fbird-flu-antarctica-infection-influenza-latest%2F
mailto:?to=&subject=Bird+flu+detected+in+Antarctica+for+first+time+as+fears+grow+of+mass+wipe-outs&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fglobal-health%2Fscience-and-disease%2Fbird-flu-antarctica-infection-influenza-latest%2F
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/russia-ukraine-war/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/royal-family/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/style/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/bird-flu/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/antarctica/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health-security/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fglobal-health%2Fscience-and-disease%2Fbird-flu-antarctica-infection-influenza-latest%2F&text=Bird+flu+detected+in+Antarctica+for+first+time+as+fears+grow+of+mass+wipe-outs
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fglobal-health%2Fscience-and-disease%2Fbird-flu-antarctica-infection-influenza-latest%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fglobal-health%2Fscience-and-disease%2Fbird-flu-antarctica-infection-influenza-latest%2F
mailto:?to=&subject=Bird+flu+detected+in+Antarctica+for+first+time+as+fears+grow+of+mass+wipe-outs&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fglobal-health%2Fscience-and-disease%2Fbird-flu-antarctica-infection-influenza-latest%2F
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/rugby-union/2023/10/28/new-zealand-v-south-africa-rugby-world-cup-2023-final-live/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/rugby-union/2023/10/28/sam-cane-high-tackle-new-zealand-discipline-world-cup-final/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2023/10/28/liz-truss-slowly-winning-argument/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/boxing/2023/10/28/tyson-fury-vs-francis-ngannou-live-undercard-saudi-arabia/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/rugby-union/2023/10/28/sam-cane-red-card-south-africa-new-zealand-world-cup-final/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2023/10/28/palestine-protest-london-gaza-chant-israel/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/terror-and-security/itaewon-halloween-crush-anniversary-seoul-south-korea/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/terror-and-security/the-children-of-israel-and-gaza-are-crying-are-out-for-help/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/terror-and-security/gaza-hospitals-overcrowding-disease-israel-hamas-war/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/terror-and-security/who-urges-hamas-to-provide-proof-of-life-for-hostages/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/climate-and-people/climate-change-is-the-biggest-health-threat-of-all/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/women-and-girls/gender-inequality-great-resignation-of-women-health-workers/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/football/2023/10/28/harry-kane-goal-scores-half-way-line-bayern-munich-video/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/football/2023/10/28/watch-jude-bellingham-scores-goal-real-madrid-barcelona/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/tv/2023/10/28/strictly-come-dancing-2023-halloween-week-6-performances/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2023/10/28/crackdown-extremism-tackle-anti-jewish-hate/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2023/10/28/britain-hurtling-towards-debt-crisis-addicted-to-handouts/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/rugby-union/2023/10/28/bongi-mbonambi-injured-world-cup-final-south-africa/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.facebook.com/TELEGRAPH.CO.UK/
https://www.instagram.com/telegraph/
https://twitter.com/@Telegraph
https://www.snapchat.com/discover/The_Telegraph/8148798159
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9053/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgLNge0xqQHWM5B5EFH9Cg
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/contact-us/
https://corporate.telegraph.co.uk/
https://extra.telegraph.co.uk/
https://telegraph.newsprints.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/branded-content/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/syndication/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/editorial-and-commercial-guidelines3/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/privacy-and-cookie-policy/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/advertising-terms-and-conditions/
https://fantasyfootball.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/betting/free-bets/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/modern-slavery-statement/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/press-acquisitions-limited-tax-strategy-financial-year-2022/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/compare
https://wine.telegraph.co.uk/?icid=awareness_house-apps_live-app_02/23_TWC006_winecellar_appbanner
https://www.chelseamagazines.com/

