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I watched a falconry demonstration with a guy flying a White Tailed Eagle.

He made the point which that their genetics is more closely related to

vultures than true eagles. He was also saying that there isn’t evidence of the

WTE taking live lambs, but every dead lamb is a WTE related because of the

payments. Is this the case? If it is, this case needs to be made strongly.

I think the farming community (I am not a farmer) feels justly threatened by

both some poor ecological and financial policies. In these troubled times,

the UK needs to establish it’s food sustainability and security. WTE releases

need to be viability long term, which could be rendered null and void by a

future populist government. I hope a solution, that has the buy-in across the

spectrum interested groups, can be found that furthers the range and

survival of WTE.
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Various separate projects are gaining traction to

release White-tailed Eagles (WTE) in Cumbria, Wales,

Severn Estuary, and Exmoor National Park in a strategic

attempt to bolster and connect the current

populations in Scotland, Ireland, Northern Ireland and

southern England.

EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK

The Roy Dennis Wildlife Foundation, responsible for the

successful reintroduction of WTEs to southern England,

is now considering small-scale releases in other areas

to help restore the former population. The

Foundation’s first proposed location is Exmoor National

Park in Somerset/Devon.

This area was identified as an important location for

WTEs as tracking data from the reintroduced eagles

on the Isle of Wight show it’s somewhat of an eagle

hotspot, with at least seven individuals making regular

visits.

Satellite tracking data up to Jan 2024 of WTEs released in southern
England. Copyright Tim Mackrill / Roy Dennis Wildlife Foundation

The Roy Dennis Wildlife Foundation and Forestry

England is partnering with the Exmoor National Park

Authority (ENPA) with a view to releasing up to 20 WTEs

over a three year period.

A press release from ENPA says, “Over the last few

years we have been doing a lot of liaison with local

landowners and shoots regarding white-tailed eagles

already visiting Exmoor“.

I’ll bet they have! Exmoor is heaving with pheasant and

partridge shoots, including several run by, shall we say,

‘interesting’ sporting agents. An earlier plan to release

Hen Harriers on Exmoor was met with resistance by

local shoots because they feared it would ‘lead to

increased scrutiny of legal activities‘(!) (see here).

The ENPA is currently running a ‘public perception

survey’ to find out people’s views on the proposed

release of WTEs. The online survey is open to everyone,

but especially those who live and work within Exmoor

NP and those who visit. If you’d like to participate, the

survey is here.

WALES and the SEVERN ESTUARY

A different project is planning to release White-tailed

eagles back into Wales and to the Severn Estuary after

several years of careful research and consultation.

White-tailed Eagles were formerly distributed across

Wales but haven’t bred there for over 150 years since

being wiped out by persecution (see here and here).

The Eagle Reintroduction Wales (ERW) Project has

been undertaking research for quite a few years (e.g.

here) and is now working in partnership with the

Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, Gwent Wildlife Trust

and the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust on actively

planning for a WTE reintroduction in southeast Wales

and the wider Severn Estuary.

The ERW Project has also launched a public opinion

survey to find out people’s views on the release of

WTEs. Again, the survey is open to everyone but

especially those who live and/or work in the region

and the wider Bristol Channel area. If you’d like to

participate, the survey is here.

CUMBRIA

The Cumbrian White-tailed Eagle Project is exploring

the possibility of bringing WTEs back to the southern

part of Cumbria. This is a consortium of organisations,

including the University of Cumbria, Cumbria Wildlife

Trust, The Lifescape Project, RSPB, the Wildland

Research Institute and the Lake District National Park

Authority.

The last recorded WTE breeding attempt was near

Haweswater in 1787.

Research has already been undertaken to assess prey

availability, habitat suitability and a population

viability assessment has been completed.

The team is now undertaking a social feasibility study

and has launched a questionnaire to evaluate the

public’s attitudes and views on a potential WTE

release. The questionnaire is aimed at individuals

living in Cumbria and the surrounding areas. If you’d

like to participate, the questionnaire is here.
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