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Welcome Blog About

Booking is open for The Northern Ireland Raptor Study

Group (NIRSG) conference taking place this Saturday

(22 February 2025) at the Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen.

NIRSG-Conference-2025-Meet-the-Speakers DOWNLOAD

The conference is open to everyone – you don’t need

to be a member of the NIRSG to attend. To find out

more information and details of how to book, please

visit the NIRSG website (here).

You’ll see that Phase 2 of the NIRSG’s campaign to ban

dangerous, raptor-killing pesticides will be launched

on Saturday morning. I wrote about this campaign a

few days ago (see here) and wanted to drum up

support to help the petition reach 50,000 signatures

before this coming Saturday (it had been stubbornly

stuck at 46, 206 signatures for a while).

This petition/campaign was initiated after the

discovery of two young white-tailed eagles that were

found dead on Northern Ireland’s only driven grouse

moor in 2023 – they’d both been illegally poisoned by

the toxic pesticide Bendiocarb.

Many, many thanks to the approx 1,500 of you who

have signed in the last few days – the current total is

47, 761 signatures. We need a couple more thousand

people to pledge their support to reach the target.

Can you help? You don’t need to be a resident of

Northern Ireland to sign – the petition is open to

anyone, anywhere, who cares about the illegal use of

these dangerous poisons to kill birds of prey (and any

other wildlife that comes into contact with

indiscriminately placed poisonous baits).

If you’d like to sign and/or share the petition with

others, please click HERE.

Thank you.
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Northern Ireland Raptor Study Group Con-
ference, 22 February 2025 – booking open

NORTHERNIRELANDRAPTORSTUDYGROUP(NIRSG)

RAPTORCONFERENCE22NDFEBRUARY2025

LISGOOLESUITE,KILLYHEVLINHOTEL

reland

09:00-09:30 Arrival-Tea/Coffee

09:30-09:35 Welcomeandconferenceopening. DrMarcRuddock

09:35-10:05 NorthernIrelandRaptorStudyGroup:AnUpdate. DrEimearRooney

10:05-10:20 CampaignStage2:Banningthepossessionofharmful
pesticides

DrMarcRuddock/Dr
EimearRooney

10:20-11:00 Howyourraptorfieldworkdatacanhelptochangetheworld:
grousemoorlicensinginScotland-acasestudy DrRuthTingay

11:00-11:30 Tea/Coffeebreak

11:30-12:00 OverviewoftheNationalWildlifeCrimeUnit. GavinRoss

12:00-12:40 Cliffs,quarriesandpigeons-along-termstudyofPeregrines
inNorthernIreland.

JimWells

12:40-13:30 AfricanCrownedEagle-theremarkableurbanpredator. DrShaneMcPherson

13:30-14:30

14:30-15:15

Lunch

Fromwellybootstosatellitetracking. DavidAnderson

15:15-16:00BiologgingTechnologyandHuman-WildlifeInteractions. Dr.PetraSumasgutner

16:00-16:45 White-tailedSeaEaglereintroductiontoIreland:restoringourDrAllanMee
largestnativeraptor.

16:45-17:00 Closeofconference
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
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