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‘I observed closely the notorious traits that have caused them to be vilified by commercial fruit
growers.’ Photograph: David Chapman/Alamy

Country diary
Birds Country diary: A sunlit view of two

hungry bullfinches
Llandrindod Wells, Powys: They’re such captivating birds
to watch, and this pair is indulging their preference for
flower buds on my cherry tree
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“H ardly hedgerows, little lines of sportive wood run wild”. I
was sitting at my dining table, relishing the growing warmth
of early spring sunlight, idling over coffee and musing on
how apt a description of the towering unkempt hedges

around my garden Wordsworth’s lines from Tintern Abbey are, when the pair
of bullfinches that inhabit there captivated my attention.

They are so conjugal – the dowdier hen always in close and discreet
attendance on her more brightly coloured spouse. To my mind, few small
British birds can match the exquisite colour balance of the male bullfinch –
the bright pink glow of his breast, his sleek black cap, the beautiful grey of
his wings. I love them, and can watch their activities for hours, especially in
early spring when they are notably active, with branches bare of foliage and
little else stirring.

Yesterday I observed closely the notorious traits that have caused them to be
vilified by commercial fruit growers. He was clinging to a twig of cherry, his
weight causing it to sway alarmingly. Undeterred, with his powerful bill he
stripped it of the small round buds that open out into five-petalled white
flowers. But he left plenty of buds to open in their own time and proclaim
spring’s arrival. Early this morning, when I looked again, there he was, the
twig rimed with hoarfrost. He was working steadfastly at stripping another
twig and leaving plenty to serve the tree’s fruiting needs.

Perhaps the bullfinches are happy in the dense cover of my hedges, with
their crops full of delicious fruit buds? I like to think so as I watch them.
When I lived in the foothills of the Pyrenees, sitting out on my terrace each
morning, a pair of pine grosbeaks – close relatives of the bullfinch – would
approach confidingly, slip down unobtrusively on to my table, and feast on
my muesli, spraying it far and wide. I loved the sweet disyllabic excitement
of their calls. The grosbeaks would cock their heads to my discordant
pipings, then correct me with their own peerless pure tones. Just as it should
be! The birds know best.

 Under the Changing Skies: The Best of the Guardian’s Country Diary, 2018-
2024 is published by Guardian Faber; order at guardianbookshop.com and
get a 15% discount

Birds Country diary Spring Farming Rural affairs Wildlife Animals Fruit

features

Int

My account

Advertisement

https://support.theguardian.com/subscribe/weekly?REFPVID=m83h4dgs7k73q7rvm3dp&INTCMP=undefined&acquisitionData=%7B%22source%22%3A%22GUARDIAN_WEB%22%2C%22componentId%22%3A%22PrintSubscriptionsHeaderLink%22%2C%22componentType%22%3A%22ACQUISITIONS_HEADER%22%2C%22referrerPageviewId%22%3A%22m83h4dgs7k73q7rvm3dp%22%2C%22referrerUrl%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fenvironment%2F2025%2Fmar%2F10%2Fcountry-diary-a-sunlit-view-of-two-hungry-bullfinches%22%7D
https://jobs.theguardian.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree
https://www.theguardian.com/sport
https://www.theguardian.com/culture
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle
https://www.theguardian.com/environment
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/wildlife
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/energy
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/pollution
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/series/country-diary
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/birds
https://www.theguardian.com/profile/jim-perrin
https://profile.theguardian.com/signin?INTCMP=DOTCOM_COMMENTS_SIGNIN&componentEventParams=componentType%3Didentityauthentication%26componentId%3Dsignin_to_comment
https://profile.theguardian.com/signin?INTCMP=DOTCOM_COMMENTS_SIGNIN&componentEventParams=componentType%3Didentityauthentication%26componentId%3Dregister_to_comment
https://www.theguardian.com/environment
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/wildlife
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/energy
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/pollution
https://www.theguardian.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree
https://www.theguardian.com/sport
https://www.theguardian.com/culture
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2022/sep/20/sign-up-for-the-first-edition-newsletter-our-free-news-email
https://manage.theguardian.com/help-centre
https://www.theguardian.com/info/complaints-and-corrections
https://www.theguardian.com/securedrop
https://workforus.theguardian.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/info/privacy
https://www.theguardian.com/info/cookies
https://www.theguardian.com/help/terms-of-service
https://www.theguardian.com/help/contact-us
https://www.theguardian.com/index/subjects/a
https://www.theguardian.com/index/contributors
https://theguardian.newspapers.com/
https://uploads.guim.co.uk/2024/08/27/TAX_STRATEGY_FOR_THE_YEAR_ENDED_31_MARCH_2025.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/theguardian
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheGuardian
https://www.instagram.com/guardian
https://www.linkedin.com/company/theguardian
https://www.theguardian.com/email-newsletters?INTCMP=DOTCOM_FOOTER_NEWSLETTER_INTERNATIONAL
https://advertising.theguardian.com/
https://jobs.theguardian.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/mar/10/country-diary-a-sunlit-view-of-two-hungry-bullfinches#top
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/mar/10/zelenskyy-riyadh-crown-prince-russia-attacks-ukraine
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/live/2025/mar/10/donald-trump-tariffs-republicans-canada-china-us-politics-latest-live-news
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/mar/10/canada-mark-carney-trump
https://www.theguardian.com/business/live/2025/mar/10/china-retaliatory-tariffs-us-farm-goods-trade-war-recession-stock-markets-business-live-news
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/mar/10/trump-vance-putin
mailto:?subject=Country%20diary:%20A%20sunlit%20view%20of%20two%20hungry%20bullfinches%20%7C%20Jim%20Perrin&body=https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/mar/10/country-diary-a-sunlit-view-of-two-hungry-bullfinches?CMP=share_btn_url
https://syndication.theguardian.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fenvironment%2F2025%2Fmar%2F10%2Fcountry-diary-a-sunlit-view-of-two-hungry-bullfinches&type=article&internalpagecode=environment/2025/mar/10/country-diary-a-sunlit-view-of-two-hungry-bullfinches
https://www.bbc.co.uk/poetryseason/poems/tintern_abbey.shtml
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Pine_Grosbeak/id
https://guardianbookshop.com/under-the-changing-skies-9781783353101/?utm_source=editoriallink&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;utm_medium=merch&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;utm_campaign=article

