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LERT-EGG IS PIPPING NOW-HATCH IS IMMINENT***

MONDAY 5/21/2018 12:15 A.M.

Good evening from the damp, rainy, cloudy, dreary Eastern Shore of Maryland.  This last week

has tried the patience of man and bird alike, until the sun peaked out for a while today.  We hadn’t

had a stretch of such miserable weather for quite some time.  All I could keep thinking about were

the last two seasons.  Last year, during a spell of cold, rainy weather a week before the eggs were

due to start hatching, Tom was not able to catch enough fish to keep Audrey satisfied.  Wrought

with hunger, she left the nest, ostensibly looking for food.  While the nest was unattended,

dastardly crows invaded the nest and destroyed the eggs.  In 2016, we made history at our nest. 

Audrey disappeared for over twenty four hours.  Tom stayed on the eggs as long as he could, but

eventually had to leave to catch a meal.  The three eggs remained unattended for seven hours in

the steady rain when the temperature was 47 degrees.  None of the experts thought the eggs would

be viable, but we made history when two of the three hatched.  What happened to the third egg in

2016?  You will have to keep reading to find out!

Before I continue, I want to get out a very important message from our dear partners, the

Chesapeake Conservancy.  Tomorrow, May 21st, something huge is happening for them. They

will be launching a 24-hour crowdfunding campaign with a goal of raising $100,000 to protect the

nest that sustains us all: the Chesapeake Bay. This is a great opportunity to support the

organization that brings you right up close to Audrey, Tom, and their chicks every year through

the webcam. And thanks to a couple of matching donors, your gift will be quadrupled. Every $1

you give becomes $4! But the campaign is all or nothing; if Chesapeake Conservancy doesn’t

reach their $100,000 goal within 24 hours, all donations will be returned. Visit

charidy.com/ProtectTheNest between 3 pm May 21st and 3 pm May 22nd to participate in this

much-needed initiative.

In the last blog, I summarized the egg laying dates since we have been partners with the

Chesapeake Conservancy, starting in 2013.  Here is the rest of the story:

In 2013, our nest was occupied by our current Audrey (Audrey #2 at our nest), but a different Tom

than we have today (Tom #2 at our nest).  Four eggs were laid on 4/17, 4/19, 4/23 and 4/25.  Three

of the eggs hatched on 5/26, 5/29 and 6/2.  This would make the number of days from laying to

hatching 39, 40 and 40.  The fourth egg did not hatch.

The 2014 season brought us three eggs on 4/15, 4/18 and 4/21.  The same Tom and Audrey were

here as in 2013. Only two of the three eggs hatched on 5/24 and 5/27.  Days from laying to hatch

in 2014 were 39, 39.

Now to 2015, our most unusual season at the secret location.  Although we had the same Audrey,

our Tom #2 did not return.  We had a couple of suitors show up that spring trying to win the heart

(and other parts) of our lovely Audrey.  The first male that showed up was dubbed “The Dark

Stranger”, due to his coloring and the fact that he had not been previously seen at our nest.  I

guess the It’s Just Lunch date didn’t work out, because a week later, a new male showed up.  He

was a handsome devil, with extremely mottled feathers.  Our dear friend and osprey expert, Dr.

Paul Spitzer, coined the moniker “Calico Tom”, who became our Tom #3.  This is the Tom that is

at our nest today, but he has lost his calico appearance.  If you go back to the blogs from 2015,

you will surely be able to discern from the photos how Tom got his nickname that year.

But the fun wasn’t over for 2015.  As Audrey patiently incubated her eggs well past their

anticipated hatching dates, it became painfully obvious that none of the eggs were viable.  This

was attributed to our young male not yet being fertile.  We were so saddened not to have any

chicks, but Audrey continued to sit.  Now you must do some homework.  Your assignment is to

read two of the blogs from the summer of 2015.  The first is titled “Who Said You Can’t Fool

Mother Nature”, published on 7/9/2015.  The second assignment is to read “E.T. Phone Home”,

published 7/23/2015.  If you are sitting there reading this blog, I absolutely guarantee you will be

extremely happy to read those two blogs.  Bottom line:  None of the eggs from 2015 hatched.  But

the teaser is that Tom and Audrey raised three lovely osprey babies that season.  Now how could

that have happened if their eggs didn’t hatch, you may be asking?  Do your homework, and you

will be rewarded with the answer!

So here comes 2016 and the start of our two year run of bad luck, with a little history making

thrown in.  Audrey laid three eggs that season on 4/17, 4/20 and 4/23.  On 5/5, Audrey

disappeared for over twenty four hours into 5/6, with Tom holding down the fort as best he could

until he had to leave to find a meal.  The details of this incident can be found in “History In The

Making”, published 5/31/2016.  Two of the three eggs did hatch, one on 5/27 and one on 5/29. 

The number of days from laying to hatch were 40 and 39. Before the third egg had a chance to

hatch, the nest was attacked the night of 5/31 by a Great Horned Owl, leading to the demise of one

newly-hatched chick and the eventual destruction of the third unhatched egg.  For extra credit,

read “Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood”, published 6/30/2016.

Last year, our beautiful osprey pair laid three gorgeous eggs on 4/12, 4/15 and 4/18.  On 5/13, a

mere four days before the hatching window would be upon us, crows descended on the unattended

nest.  Two of the three eggs were destroyed, but the third appeared to still be intact.  Ultimately,

the third egg turned out to be damaged beyond viability.  Sadly, for the first time since we have

had a nest at the secret location beginning in 1995, Tom and Audrey did not have any chicks to

raise.

After the loss of our chick and egg to the Great Horned Owl, it was suggested to us by Craig

Koppie, a raptor biologist for U.S. Fish and Wildlife, that we install a “scareowl”, sort of like a

scarecrow, but for owls.  COM was on it, and Roger has been gracing the end of our dock since

2016 as Protector and Defender of young ospreys.  Roger has come out of his winter digs, and is

back on patrol at the end of the dock.  By the way, Craig also co-authored “Inside An Osprey’s

Nest”, which chronicles our 2015 osprey season and includes other fascinating osprey

information.  The book may be purchased through the Chesapeake Conservancy’s website.

Roger is looking a little raggedy this season. A new chapeau is in his future

 

Here is Roger with the osprey complex in the background

 

Given the less than ideal weather conditions we have been experiencing at the secret location,

Tom and Audrey have been exemplary parents-to-be.  Tom is earning his Fishing Fool moniker

this season, and so far it seems that Audrey has not had to fish for her self.  Dr. Spitzer wrote a

summary of what he calls “The Home Life of the Osprey”.  I asked permission to share it with

everyone.   It is a fascinating summary of, well, the home life of the osprey.  Enjoy!

Good brief summary I just sent off to a friend.  This wasn’t learned in one season; or a decade. 

But some of us are slow learners.       

Female and male have separate roles post-hatch.  She is heavier, stays dry and warms the

nestlings in cold and inclement weather.  He is lighter and a bit smaller; so has a lighter wing-

loading–efficient for hunting and toting prey in.  Of course he’s getting wet too.  He does incubate

while she takes his prey delivery to a perch.  But throughout the whole 5 month breeding cycle,

he’s the provider and commuter.  This begins with feeding her when they return from their

separate tropical vacations.  And she does most of the egg incubation; always at night.  With their

diving life-style, they don’t carry a heavy down layer.  We think this reduces the efficiency of

energy transfer to their eggs; because their incubation period is exceptionally long, at least a

couple days more than the Bald Eagle.

A lone male will initiate a nest.  A female will return to her traditional site, but not build

cooperatively until she has a mate.  We think this is about logistics–he needs to know the spatial

and temporal distribution of food resources.  He really buffers her from all that.  And after the

young are flying–she often heads South pretty soon, an early migrant.  He by contrast will stay on

for a few weeks, and keep feeding the young.  This also continues to bolster his learning curve

about extracting fish from the local habitats.  These days, there is strong competition for quality

nest sites, so the male may defend into early September, even if the nest failed.

“Your” nest may be close enough that you are familiar with the female’s food-begging call; which

becomes especially insistent once the young hatch.  The male usually has a feeding perch within

easy view of the nest.  There he waits for the fish to die, and consumes the head.  Thus the female

and young are cued to feed, and their physiology is primed to immediately consume the partial

fish the male brings in.  This is desirable for nest hygiene, so that flies and beetles have relatively

little time to lay eggs on prey remnants and infest the nest.  We think this predictable, stereotyped

behavior has been strongly selected over evolutionary time.

Late last May, I had one high-tide boat-borne afternoon of CT hatch check with friends.  I wasn’t

doing the study in 2017, so the exotic novelty of these nest visits returned with a rush.  It was a

chilly overcast afternoon, we moved fast and mirrored most nest contents from the marsh below,

respecting the birds.  But at one nest I climbed a ladder and thrust my hand into the warm dry nest

cup, where three hatchlings were clustered tight to stay warm.  Suddenly, it felt like entering

someone’s cozy cabin or living room.  I had a real moment, and was reminded of the title of a

~1900 photo book about nesting ospreys:  “The Home Life of the Osprey”.

Thank you, Dr. Spitzer, for always letting us share your wealth of osprey knowledge with our

camera watchers and blog readers.  We are so grateful to have you as an osprey expert in our

midst!

This blog is getting long enough, so I will finish up with some photos that I have taken since the

last blog was published.  The weather certainly hasn’t helped my endeavors, but here are a few for

your viewing pleasure.

Tom has taken to using the cross piece that stabilizes the two poles:

Tom has found a new perch

 

A closer view. There is no escaping the camera of Mrs. COM

 

Tom and Audrey aren’t the only visitors to our pilings.

Hmm, I kind of like it here, thinks Mrs. Mallard. She hasn’t been introduced to the traveling camera just yet.  Mr.
Mallard has already relocated to the water.  He is visible under the dock to the right of the photo

 

COM is feeling badly that he didn’t install some type of perch at the very top of the new camera,

as Tom used to frequent the top of the K-Mart trash can camera cover quite frequently in years

past.  COM has already thought up a contraption to use next year.  In the meantime, Tom has

figured out how to sit at the tippy top of the camera pole quite nicely.

 

As dusk approaches, Tom decides to survey his kingdom

 

I’m King of the World! (with apologies to Leonardo DiCaprio as Jack Dawson). No icebergs around these parts!

 

Audrey’s favorite off nest perches continue to be the electric box on our dock, the scraggly stick

tree and the dock one house to the south of us.  Here are two of them.

 

Audrey loves to eat on the electric box post. She is trying to ignore me

 

Audrey in the scraggly stick tree one house to the north of us, which doesn’t have many leaves this year. At this rate, I
am not sure how long the tree will be with us.

 

Audrey has been very patiently incubating her eggs.  Tom loves, loves, loves to take his turn on

the eggs.  Sometimes Audrey has a really tough time getting him to leave.

 

Tom heads back to the nest. Audrey is looking at him and thinking “And where is the fish? Do you really think I am
going to leave here without a fish?  Guess again, buddy.”

 

Audrey is asking (more like telling) Tom not to come back again without a fish snack. Tom is staring off into the distance
while perching on one of the nest supports, and seems oblivious to her nagging

 

“I just can’t do a thing with my hair (read head feathers)”, thinks Audrey

 

Something has caught both of their attention. There have been many other ospreys in the area.

 

When not on the nest, Tom likes to frequent our boat lift and the scraggly stick tree.  He spends

hours each day in the tree.  Here he is on the boat lift.

 

Tom hanging out on our boat lift

 

I spotted this osprey feather in the yard today.  I should have put a scale in the photo so you could

better determine the size.  If it is still out there in the morning, I will take another one with a

scale.  Rest assured it was a really big feather (although I am not sure how one quantifies “really

big” when it comes to feathers)

 

Someone has lost a beautiful osprey feather.

 

Between leaving for work before the sun comes up and the lack of sunshine of late, I do not have

a new sunrise photo to post.  But after a peak of sun today, once again the rain came.  Fortunately,

it didn’t last very long, but came down with great intensity.  Here is the pre-rain sky.

 

Building thunderhead before the brief but intense storm this afternoon.  One of the big trees that our ospreys use is on
the right

 

It shouldn’t be very long now before our first hatch, depending on which two of the original three

eggs remain in the nest.  We are well in to the hatch window for Egg #1, and at the beginning of

the window for Egg #2.  So keep watching for that first pip!  By the time I write the next blog, we

should have two new chicks in the nest.  Fingers crossed, everyone!

Please, please remember to make your contribution to the Chesapeake Conservancy during their

crowdfunding campaign tomorrow, starting at 3:00 p.m. and running for 24 hours.  Any donation

will be greatly appreciated.

Go to charidy.com/ProtectTheNest between 3:00 p.m. on Monday 5/21 and 3:00 p.m. Tuesday

5/22 to help them attain their goal and protect our magnificent Chesapeake Bay.  Thanks so very

much!

Don’t forget to do your homework, there will be a quiz on the next blog!

 

Until next time, we remain,

Crazy Osprey Man, Mrs. Crazy Osprey Man and Osprey Girl
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bayphotosbydonna
May 20, 2018 at 10:36 pm

Rain go away for sure! Fingers crossed for successful hatching(s). I have followed and studied

Osprey as a hobby for years; and this year I moved to Cambridge, MD, where there was an osprey

nest platform already installed. Not to take from your blog, because I have enjoyed and followed

yours for a few years now, but I am blogging on my Osprey pair, Bella & Beau, for their hopefully

successful season as well. The Osprey had it rough this past week, let’s hope all turns out well for

both our nests this year! 

Reply

ospreycam
May 21, 2018 at 7:25 pm

Hi, Donna! Keep those fingers crossed, but we are halfway there! We have a better start than

last year, the next 3 or 6 days will reveal if we will have 1 or 2 chicks this season. I am

hoping for 2! Thanks for sticking with us all this time. Good luck with your nest and blog.

Mrs. COM

Reply

Nancy
May 21, 2018 at 10:42 am

Thank you Mrs. COM for another wonderful, informative blog and fantastic pictures. I’m so glad

to see Roger back, and I love his new hat. Maybe by the end of this day we’ll have a new baby to

celebrate.

Reply

ospreycam

Reader Howdy, maryannsteggles 
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ospreycam
May 21, 2018 at 7:23 pm

Glad you like the blog, Nancy! And yes, today was the day and we have a new chick! Now

we have to wait for number 2, either 3 or 6 days! Thanks, as always, for being a faithful

camera watcher and blog reader! Mrs. COM

Reply

Judi Notari
May 21, 2018 at 1:45 pm

Thank you, Mrs. Com; I didn’t have to do any homework, because I was online ,watching the

action. Love these two! Hoping for a good season in the Osprey world of Rachel & Steve, Tom &

Audrey, Harriet & Hal & Iris & Louis. As you can see, Maine & Montana nests are also favorites.

Thank you again; your blogs & pics are priceless!

Reply

ospreycam
May 21, 2018 at 7:20 pm

You are very welcome, Judi! Do you need to do the extra credit? Thanks so much for

watching the camera and reading the blogs. One chick hatched today, one to go! Mrs. COM

Reply

SherylMeg
May 22, 2018 at 11:01 am

And don’t forget about Charlie and Charlotte on their nest in Charlo, Montana!!! 

Reply

Pa Gal
May 21, 2018 at 7:15 pm

Oooh, is that a chick I see in the nest? It sure looks like it!

Reply

ospreycam
May 21, 2018 at 7:19 pm

Yes! Tom and Audrey are parents! Now the wait starts for the second hatch, could be 3 or 6

days, depending on which egg remains in the nest. Thanks for watching! Mrs. COM

Reply

Pa Gal
May 21, 2018 at 7:49 pm

Thank you for confirming, and also for the lovely blog. I so enjoy reading your posts and

viewing your beautiful pictures.

ospreycam
May 21, 2018 at 8:04 pm

You are very welcome! Thanks so much for watching the camera and reading my blogs! Mrs.

COM

Reply

geri from maryland
May 21, 2018 at 10:42 pm

Oh Mrs COM ~ dancing with joy and comet joined in even though he had no idea why momma

was dancin around the living room! NOW the fun begins!

For the love of the osprey 

Reply

ospreycam
May 21, 2018 at 10:52 pm

Yippee, Geri!!! Now the 3 or 6 day wait for arrival #2!!! Mrs. COM

Reply

SherylMeg
May 22, 2018 at 11:07 am

I love your blogs, Mrs. COM, they make this nest even more special because I feel I know Tom

and Audrey better, and all your blog photos are simply wonderful! I am a new watcher this year

for this nest, and really enjoy learning the history of this osprey pair. Thanks for the time you

spend taking photos and writing the blog!!

Reply

ospreycam
May 23, 2018 at 11:31 pm

Welcome, SherylMeg! We are very happy to have new watchers/readers in our midst. And

thanks for taking the time to post such a nice comment! Glad you are enjoying the blog and

camera. Mrs. COM

Reply

barbaralongisland
May 22, 2018 at 12:20 pm

Hello and thank you for your latest blog and a history of the nest. Didn’t need to do much

‘homework’ because I vividly remember seasons 2015, 2016 and 2017. So happy to have

welcomed our new 2018 chick – and let’s hope we get to welcome chick #2 in 3 days!

Reply

ospreycam
May 23, 2018 at 11:32 pm

Hi, Barbara! Nice you didn’t have to do much homework! You have been with us for some

very good and very bad seasons! Fingers crossed for a really good one this season! We are

already off to a good start, let’s keep it going! Mrs. COM

Reply

Nancy
May 22, 2018 at 3:05 pm

The Chesapeake Conservancy reached their goal of $150,000.00. HOORAY!

Reply

moecapecod
May 22, 2018 at 8:47 pm

And a big thank you for your fantastic breathtaking photographs and your devotion to Audrey and

Tom’s nest also Mr. COM, ospreygirl and Mr.Roger are appreciated also ! Yesterday was so egg

citing as the new osprey birth was extra special to so many of us viewers who are loving the new

camera closeups I felt like I was sitting right in the nest  I think the timing of your new blog

was beneficial in allowing so many viewers to realize the benefit of donations to The Chesapeake

Conservancy therefore their goal I believe was reached more than requested as Nancy stated

above ! Well in a few days the nest should have a full house with sparrows below . Adios

moe from Cape Cod where the osprey are a couple weeks behind Hope Peter is loving all the

extra activities on the nest

Reply

ospreycam
May 22, 2018 at 9:47 pm

Thanks for the kind comments, Maureen. Thanks also for being a dedicated camera watcher and

blog reader! Mrs. COM

Reply

Mary McClure
May 23, 2018 at 3:00 pm

What a cutie-patootie this little newborn is! Ah, she’s so amazing! How can you deny

yourself the joy of baby osprey, especially Tom and Audrey’s! Thanks to Mr. & Mrs. COM

for bringing a slice of joy into our home 24 and 7!

Reply

ospreycam
May 23, 2018 at 11:29 pm

Very cute spunky chick with a lot of personality! Hoping to meet a sibling tomorrow!

Thanks for remaining a faithful camera watcher and blog reader, Mary! Mrs. COM

Pa Gal
May 23, 2018 at 3:22 pm

I just saw what appeared to be a pretty big crack in the egg (at 3:20 pm) as it was being rolled.

Hope we’ll see a second chick soon.

Reply

moecapecod
May 23, 2018 at 9:07 pm

I saw that too now on rewind

Reply

ospreycam
May 23, 2018 at 11:27 pm

Fingers crossed it will be tomorrow! Thanks, Pa Gal! Mrs. COM

Reply

Laurajay
May 23, 2018 at 3:31 pm

Thanks for the wonderful blog and pictures and history reminder. What a journey and joy to

follow these magnificent creatures, very excited to see pip no. 2!

Reply

ospreycam
May 23, 2018 at 11:27 pm

You are welcome, Laurajay! Knowing our readers/watchers appreciate our efforts helps to

keep us going! Mrs. COM

Reply

Laurajay
May 23, 2018 at 3:34 pm

Mrs COM,you forgot a picture, you know which one… 

Reply

ospreycam
May 23, 2018 at 11:26 pm

I know, I know. Hard to get that shot in the rain, I’m just saying! I will try really hard for the

next blog! Mrs. COM

Reply

Lillie-bug
May 23, 2018 at 4:37 pm

This chick is so adorable! I already have a name in mind.

Thank you COF, And CC

Reply

ospreycam
May 23, 2018 at 11:25 pm

You are very welcome, Lillie-bug! Glad to still have you as a camera watcher and blog reader!

Hopefully we will have another little one tomorrow, and the fun will really begin! Mrs. COM

Reply

Mary McClure
May 24, 2018 at 5:59 am

The 5:55 a.m. feeding was beyond cute, this little one has a spark in her eye! Let’s keep our

fingers crossed for #2! Eternal thanks to you, Mrs. COM, for your lovely blogs!

Reply

Mary McClure
May 24, 2018 at 7:43 am

I believe chick #2 is here? OH MYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY!

beckyshaw
May 24, 2018 at 9:14 am

Good morning!I’ve just read this with a good cup of coffee. Wonderful …. AGAIN !!!Can you

give Roger my phone number?♡

Becky Shaw 9745 Cornell Trace Road Louisville, Kentucky 40241502.426.9935,

preferred 502.558.1654, mobile BeckyShaw@twc.com 

Reply

ospreycam
May 24, 2018 at 9:18 am

Good morning, Becky Shaw!! I just gave Roger your info, you can be expecting a call. ZL,

Mrs. COM

Reply

Pa Gal
May 24, 2018 at 9:18 am

Yay! Audrey got up at 9:16 am to give us a great look at her two chicks. What a wonderful way to

start the day!

Reply

barbaralongisland
May 24, 2018 at 12:04 pm

Two sweet little chicks, a wonderful mom and dad, a COF like no other, a bevy of devoted

watchers and bloggers, an incredible camera, plenty of nonstop fish for the babies, Mr. Rogers to

guard the nest, the return of sunshine – life is good!

Reply

Nancy
May 28, 2018 at 10:10 am

Audrey, Tom and their babies made it through another storm yesterday. Thankfully, it wasn’t as

bad here as it was in other areas of Maryland. Terrible flooding in beautiful Ellicott City after they

were just recovering from the flood two years ago.

Reply

Laurie Bullock
May 28, 2018 at 10:55 am

Thank you for your informative, wonderful blog! Have watched Tom and Audrey for last two

years, although not like will be doing this year. LOVE Roger! Remember the year with rubber

glove in nest? Thank you for all you do and am hoping for a successful mext few months with this

amazing osprey couple.

Reply

Nancy
May 30, 2018 at 7:07 am

Good Morning! What a great way to start off the day. I just had the pleasure of watching Audrey

feed her babies. The camera zoomed in so close, I felt like I was in the nest with them.

Reply

Nancy
June 4, 2018 at 9:34 am

I can’t stand to watch the nest this ;morning. The bigger chick won’t let the smaller one get

anything to eat. When the little one tried, the bigger one actually attacked her and started pecking

her. Why doesn’t Audrey intervene?

Reply

Pa Gal
June 5, 2018 at 1:42 pm

Dear Mrs. Com, will the chicks be banded this year?

Reply

ospreycam
June 5, 2018 at 1:45 pm

Yes, Pa Gal, that is the plan! They will have to be bigger before they can be banded, probably

sometime in July before they fledge. Thanks for watching and reading! Mrs. COM

Reply

Pa Gal
June 5, 2018 at 1:57 pm

Thanks for letting me know! I’ll be watching. ; )

Reply

Tresa
June 13, 2018 at 2:12 pm

Well, we certainly know who fathered these two rascals! No wonder he lost his calico coloring.

He used it all up to give the babies their beautiful bronze scarves!

Reply

ospreycam
June 13, 2018 at 5:45 pm

DNA in action! Thanks for the comment. Mrs. COM

Reply

Nancy
June 13, 2018 at 3:26 pm

To the COF – Congratulations! I just watched the segment on MPT of the interview with Joe

Dunn. It was fantastic!
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Reply

ospreycam
June 13, 2018 at 5:44 pm

Thanks, Nancy! It was fun to be behind the scenes! Joel did a good job, he is a good

spokesperson for the Conservancy.

Reply

barbaralongisland
June 22, 2018 at 2:51 pm

Hello COF… things have certainly been going so well on ‘our nest’ so far this season. The chicks

are growing, Tom is providing plenty of fish for everybirdie, and Audrey has been the wonderful

mother we know her to be. The aggression of chick #1 has pretty much faded away and it’s fun to

watch them sit side by side as they look ‘out the window’ at their world. Hoping our good fortune

continues.

Reply

Mary McClure
June 22, 2018 at 4:16 pm

Looks like a windy wet day at the Secret Hiding Place, but Audrey and babies are hunkered

down. She’s using her wings as a giant umbrella windshield for the babies, what a GREAT

mom! Hang tight, kiddos! The zoom-in zoom-out camera shots are fabulous, as always,

thanks to Mr. and Mrs. COM!

Reply

Nancy
June 23, 2018 at 11:07 am

Did you see the video on the Explore site yesterday of Audrey and the black, plastic cup lid? She

moved the lid from one side of the nest to the other, almost sitting on her babies, and when she got

it to the top of the sticks, it blew off and the look on her face was priceless. It was like she was

saying “What just happened??!!) Another gray, gloomy day here in Maryland. We need some

sunshine!

Reply

Nancy
July 2, 2018 at 8:39 pm

Well, we got the sunshine–too much of it. First 8 days of rain and now temps in the 90’s all week.

The heat index today was 104! I feel so sorry for Audrey and the babies. Tomorrow we’ll know

their names.

Reply

Pa Gal
July 3, 2018 at 11:51 am

Miserably hot, and the chicks are panting like mad while Audrey is doing her best to provide

some shade. Do you have a date for banding? I don’t want to miss it.

Reply

jluray
July 11, 2018 at 7:18 am

Many thanks to you, Mrs. COM. I missed this one. On to read the new one…

Reply

Carol Freeland
May 15, 2020 at 12:30 pm

COM and Crew. What has happened to our 2020 nest? I watch every morning and there are now

no eggs. Not even a shell. Unhappily, Carol

Reply

ospreycam
May 15, 2020 at 8:38 pm

Hi, Carol! Due to the extreme nasty weather, the eggs were left unattended for extended

periods of time. Although we were able to chase off the crows that were after the eggs a

number of times, they finally were able to destroy all the eggs. So no eggs. We are very

unhappy here at the secret location. There is another osprey pair that has been using the nest,

and have mated several times as well as brought in new sticks. But Tom and Audrey are still

around, and have been fighting off the new couple. So no one knows what the rest of our

osprey season will bring. But thanks for sticking with us for now! Thanks for checking in,

and stay safe in these unpredictable times! Mrs. COM

Reply

Carol Freeland
May 16, 2020 at 9:43 am

Make a sad face….. that nest belongs to Tom and Audrey. Is there any chance that T and

A will have another clutch this season?

ospreycam
May 16, 2020 at 9:28 am

The last two eggs were destroyed by the crows on May 10. Mrs. COM

Reply

ospreycam
May 16, 2020 at 10:53 am

No, Carol, not this season. Melancholy.
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