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Record numbers of Dartford warblers at
nature site

A record 97 pairs of Dartford warblers were recorded at Arne in 2025

rspb-images.com

A rare bird that was previously on the brink of
extinction in the UK is making a comeback,
surveys have shown.

The Dartford warbler suffered from a population
crash in the 1960s, leaving only a few pairs in
Dorset.

The latest national surveys have revealed a 44%
increase in the species in the past five years, with
264 pairs counted in 2025.

The RSPB said a record 97 pairs were at RSPB
Arne, near Wareham, where the charity has been
carrying out habitat restoration.

The Heathland Birds Survey, carried out by the
British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) and the
RSPB, aimed to survey nightjars, woodlarks and
Dartford warblers throughout the UK and
Channel Islands.

The survey estimates the UK population of
Dartford warblers at 4,100, up from 3,200 in
2006.

The birds thrive in lowland heath habitats,
nesting in the dense gorse, where they also hunt
for spiders and caterpillars.

Site manager Peter Robertson said the birds could be heard singing
"everywhere" at Arne
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In addition to restoring the habitats, the RSPB
has also been returning a further 15 hectares of
farmland to heathland.

Site manager Peter Robertson said: "Restoration
of heathland across RSPB Arne has been on a
truly landscape scale.

"Staff and volunteers have helped connect and
enlarge fragmented patches of precious
heathland to give wildlife, such as the distinctive
Dartford warbler, the space to thrive.

"Visiting heathland during summer, the sound of
Dartford warblers singing is everywhere."

BTO senior research ecologist Dr Greg Conway
said: "Volunteer participation is key to the
success of such projects, and we are truly grateful
to all the people who contributed to the
Heathland Bird Survey in 2025.

"With the creation and improvement of more
suitable sites, we can hope to see continued range
expansion, and population increases in the
future."
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8 hrs ago Public to have say on
where dogs can roam in
Dorset
Dorset Council wants to hear views on rules
for dogs in public places, such as beaches
and parks.

12 hrs ago South weekly quiz: Where
did this car take Princess
Diana?
Test your knowledge of news from
Hampshire, Berkshire, Dorset, Oxfordshire
and the Isle of Wight with our quiz.

14 hrs ago The tricky matter of a
south coast county's flag
Home to Gold Hill, Thomas Hardy and the
Cerne Abbas Giant, Dorset got its own flag
in 2008.

14 hrs ago Ferry set for automated
tolls after ANPR cameras
Sandbanks Ferry tickets will go exclusively
online from 1 July aer the installation of
new cameras.

1 day ago Helicopter rescue after
person falls from cliff
The coastguard helicopter airlis an injured
person who fell from the cliffs at Charmouth
beach.
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